
































Standards as of May 24, 2026 
Media Lead Safe Conditionally Lead 

Safe 
Lead Hazard 

Paint All Paint Intact Paint Damaged Paint 

< 5,000 ppm 
< 1.0 mg/cm2 

= 5,000 ppm 
= 1.0 mg/cm2 

= 5,000 ppm 
= 1.0 mg/cm2 

Dust Floors < 5 µg/ft2 N/A = 5 µg/ft2 

Sills < 40 µg/ft2 N/A = 40 µg/ft2 

Wells < 100 µg/ft2 N/A = 100 µg/ft2 

Any Other Surface < 10 µg/ft2 N/A = 10 µg/ft2 

Soil All Soil Covered Soil Bare Soil 

< 400 ppm = 400 ppm = 400 ppm 

Water < 15 ppb N/A = 15 ppb 
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We conducted an environmental lead inspection in accordance with R.I. Department of Health regulation 

(23-24.6 Pb).  This inspection consisted of visually inspecting the interior and exterior painted surfaces of 

the dwelling.  We also conducted paint analysis with an X-ray Florescence machine (XRF).  The XRF 

quickly and accurately measures the concentration of lead based paint on any substrate without disturbing 

the paint. 

 All XRF readings > 1.0 mg/cm2 are considered positive for lead. 

 All XRF readings < 1.0 mg/cm2 are considered negative. 

 The report can seem confusing.  Here is what you need to know to understand and interpret the 

interior and exterior pages. 

 Column 1 – Describes which side the component is on in the room.  Standing with your back to 

the street, side A is always the front of the house, side B is always the left side of the house, side C 

is always the back, and side D is the right side of the house. 

 Column 2 - The XRF reading. 

 Column 3 – Describes the condition of the component with the abbreviation key at the bottom of 

the page. 

 Column 4 – Is the hazard assessment. In Rhode Island if lead is found and there is damaged paint 

it is considered a hazard and needs to be corrected.     

 

Rhode Island is a lead safe state not a lead free state. Consequently, all paint on the interior and exterior 

needs to be painted and intact to be considered safe, as long as it is not a binding or a friction surface. A 

binding surface is a door that sticks. An example of a friction surface is old wood on wood rope and pulley 

windows.  These areas can’t just be painted.  You have to eliminate the friction.  On a door that would be 

shaving it down or adjusting it so that it doesn’t stick any longer.  A wood window would have to either be 

replaced or install metal tracks along with flashing in the window well. 

 

Once the repairs are made we have to take dust samples and send them to a laboratory.  As long as the 

results are under certain limits defined by the Dept. of Health a lead safe certificate will be issued. 

 

All repairs should be done utilizing lead safe work practices in accordance with EPA, RI Dept. of Health 

Reg. (23-24.6Pb) and RI Department of Environmental Management Air Pollution Control Reg. #24.  

These reports can be confusing, so feel free to contact us if you have any questions or if we can provide 

you with any further assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Barr 

ELI-0081 
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